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 Immanuel Lutheran Church                            Caring For Our Community Through Christ 

The 
Grapevine 

 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

April  2025 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are a resurrection church! What do I mean by that? 
Well, for starters, I mean that we are a church that is alive and not dead. We are the 

living body of our Lord and Savior ⴕ Jesus Christ, who was murdered, buried, and rose 

from the dead on the first Easter for you. Because He lives, we live also. Because He 
lives, we will live forever. Because He lives; death, hell, and the grave have no power 
over us. Not now, not ever.  

Being a resurrection church also means that we are active. Immanuel does a lot. We 
have a wonderful WinGS group that selflessly serves our church and then gives to 
several different missions on many different occasions. Thank God for them and for 
their servant hearts. We have a nursery school that thrives and has served Preston and the surrounding areas 
for over 40 years with fantastic teachers and a heart for Jesus. We also have ringers, singers, and chimers that 
are intergenerational, giving us a glimpse of heaven each and every time they share their gift of music with us. 
And of course, so much more. We have you, the body of Christ, who serves your neighbor as you love the 
Lord in various ways. You live the Great Commission. You do so without question. And you go together, 
boldly, and your pastor could not be prouder of you.  

The resurrection church is active because Jesus commands it to be. Go, teach, baptize, preach. All action verbs. 
All done together as the body of Christ, with Jesus as it’s head; who has gone before and who goes with it 
into the world. 

Friends, being a resurrection church also means that we are a church that is centered on Christ in thought, 
word, and deed. Notice I did not say it is a perfect church. It isn’t. Nor are we. We are a body of sinners who 
gathers around Word and Sacrament, repenting of sins and receiving God’s divine gifts of forgiveness of sin, 
life, and salvation. Martin Luther was right when he said that we as the church are simultaneously saints and 
sinners.  

Lastly, we as the resurrection church are in the world, but not of it. The devil works hard to draw churches into 
the sin sick world and to engross them with all the social issues of the day. Churches are left asking the 
question (though they should know the answer), “where do we stand on matters of race, sexual orientation 
and identity, the sanctity of human life, and the like?” The church should be out front and should be bold and 
certain when answering this question. And on matters like this, it is best to turn to Scripture alone, trust in 
Christ alone, and to remain faithful no matter the cost as St. John reminds us in Revelation, “Be faithful, even 
unto the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”... 

Continued on page 2... 
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IMMANUEL 

LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Lutheran Church– Missouri Synod 

 

Caring For Our Community Through Christ  
 

REV. DAVID CASEY-MOTLEY, PASTOR 
 

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Cell Phone ..................................................... 253-241-1435 
Email  ............................ pastordavid.immanuel@gmail.com 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.; and by appointment 

 
 

 
 

BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS 
 

The office is normally open Monday—Thursday from  
9am to 1pm. Please remember that the administrative assistant 
may be away from the office running errands during this time. 

 

Administrative Assistant &  
Newsletter Editor.........................................Raechl Cannon 
Office Phone ................................................. 410-673-7107 
Office Fax Number ........................................ 410-673-1426 
Office Email  ........... immanuellutheranpreston@verizon.net 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS — 2025 
 

President ............................................. Richard Wheatley 

Secretary ................................................ Sheri Rodriquez 

Financial Secretary ................................ Janice Isenberg 

Treasurer ....................................................... Carol Frase 

Evangelism Chair ........................................ Cathy Baker 

Trustee Chair .......................................... Rick Clendaniel 

Stewardship Chair .................................. Linda Jefferson 

Board of Education Chair ...................... Rene Langwost 

Elders Chair ............................................ Rex Rosebrock 

Continued from page 1... 

As Christians, we should not be afraid to serve our 
communities as citizens of the left-hand kingdom, that is 
as citizens of the world. And when we serve, we do so to 
the best of our ability and with Jesus at the center. Doing 
so allows us to live out the second part of the greatest 
commandment, “to love our neighbors as ourselves.” As 
citizens, also, of the right-hand kingdom, that is the 
kingdom of heaven, may we ask God daily to give us the 
courage and strength to be the hands, feet, and voice of 
those most vulnerable. 

Dearly beloved, we are the resurrection church. Jesus is 
our center and should be the very foundation upon which 
we do all things. With that in mind, how wonderful it is 
that we get to proclaim the confession that we’ve longed 
to hear this season of lent, together: Christ is risen! He is 
risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

With a Shepherd’s Heart, 

Pastor David 

Care & Compassion Fund 
Nicole Caraballo 

SPECIAL FUNDS 
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Immanuel Lutheran Nursery School students were not lucky enough to catch a leprechaun but they were          

delighted with the treats he left for them! Students from our pre-k and 3’s classes are pictured above with their 

classroom traps and treats!  

410-673-7107 

 

ILCnurseryschool@gmail.com 

ImmanuelLutheranPreston@verizon.net 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PrestonImmanuelLutheranNurserySchool/ 

Open Enrollment for the  

2025—2026 school year has begun 

and spots are filling up fast!  

We offer half day classes for 2’s, 

3’s, and 4’s (pre-k). Contact us  

today to secure a spot! 

This school year is flying by! In April they will go on a field trip to Vintage Family 

farms. This is a new field trip for our school and we couldn’t be more excited! 

The students are also looking forward to their Easter Egg hunt on April 16th!  

In May the students will enjoy a presentation from the Caroline County         

Gardening Club and Field Day on their last day of school. ILNS’s Closing          

Ceremony will be held on Friday May 23rd at 6:30pm.  

This year 21 students will be promoted and 7 pre-k students will graduate! 
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Here is a letter from last year’s  

seminary student that we supported 

through Concordia Seminary’s 

Adopt-a-Student program!  
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O B I T U A R Y  

Sandra  
Christine  
Becker 

F E B R U A R Y  2 7 ,  1 9 4 5  –   
M A R C H  5 ,  2 0 2 5  

    Sandra Christine (Hejmanowski) Becker, age 80 of New Bern, NC 
passed away on Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at CarolinaEast Medical. She 
was born on February 27, 1945 in Buffalo, NY, the daughter of Conrad 
and Eleanor (Pietruszewski) Hejmanowski. 
    She grew up in the Buffalo, NY. She earned a Master’s Degree from the 
University of Buffalo, NY. She was united in marriage to the Rev. Thomas 
Becker on May 3, 1980 in Buffalo, NY. She supported her husband's    
ministry as he served congregations in New York, North Carolina, Virginia, 
and Maryland. She was always  concerned for the welfare of others. She 
worked in various community organizations. A nephew recently wrote: 
"She was a woman of immense strength and side-splitting humor, and 
someone who always stood up for those in hard times -- running a 
battered women's shelter in Virginia Beach (Portsmouth, VA) for many 
years." 
    Preceded in death by parents: Conrad and Eleanor Hejmanowski; 
brothers: Conrad Jr Hejmanowski; Robert Hejmanowski, and Gregg 
Hejmanowski; sister-in-law: Geraldine Hejmanowski; niece: Susan 
Hejmanowski; infant son: Timothy Stoyle; son: Jeffrey Becker. 
    In addition to her husband Thomas Becker, Sandi is survived by    
granddaughter: Mekaila Buesking; sister-in-law: Maryann Hejmanowski; 
brothers-in-law Mark (Joann) Becker and David (Tracie) Becker; niece: 
Linda Hejmanowski; nephews: Christopher (Tracy) Hejmanowski, David 
(Ashley)Hejmanowski, Andrew (Melissa) Becker, and Christopher Becker; 
many great nieces and nephews. 
Cotten Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve the Becker family. 
 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/new-bern-nc/sandra-becker-12273517  

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/new-bern-nc/sandra-becker-12273517
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Hope for Holy Week 

As you travel with Jesus through Holy Week, don’t lose heart. He is your 
Palm Sunday King. He will always come to you and give you the best of 
what he has to offer because of his humble attitude and his devotion to 
his mission. 

When you see this Savior who personally cares for you, you can’t help but 
join the believers of old to give to the Lord your best and most  precious 
treasures of your heart and life, and then to join with all believers saying, 
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!” 
                                                                                      —Peter Sulzle 

Christian symbol 

~ PALM BRANCH ~ 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem 
days before his death, crowds 

welcomed him by waving palm 
branches, common symbols of 
victory and rejoicing. Churches 

still use them to remember that  
occasion, knowing that Jesus’ 
crucifixion was the ultimate      

triumph over sin and death. As 
early as Leviticus 23:40, God 

commanded Israel to use palms 
in a festival of rejoicing. In       

Revelation 7:9-10, Christian   
martyrs carry palm branches as 

they praise the Lamb before 
God’s throne.  

OFFICE CLOSED: Thursday April 

17th—Monday April 21st 

Feel free to leave a voice message 

or send an email during this time.  

Normal office hours will resume 

on Tuesday April 22nd.  

Kayleigh, Katherine & Coltyn    

Bowman-Pinder at our Ash 

Wednesday service.  

 

YOUTH GATHERING 

 

In March Zoe Durando & Alicia    

Carder attended the “Make It 

Matter” SED Middle School Youth 

Gathering at King of Glory in          

Williamsburg, VA.  

They both had a blast! They really 

enjoyed all of the sessions they 

went to and learned a lot!  
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Jennifer & Doug Phillips 4/5 

Michael & Amanda Knorr 4/6 

Dale & Ruth Thomas 4/12 

Jeffrey & Denise Coppage 4/23 

Abby Andrews 4/1 

Robin Bowman-Smith 4/2 

Lauren Varner 4/2 

Marsha Kenton 4/3 

McKenzie Daniels 4/4 

Carl Frase 4/4 

Nathan Quidas 4/4 

Ava Kenton 4/6 

Andee Harding 4/7 

Myrna Roth 4/8 

Amanda Scudder 4/8 

Brady Edwards 4/9 

William Fry 4/9 

Kayleigh Bowman-Pinder 4/10 

Camden James 4/10 

Jeffrey Parmer 4/14 

Joseph Parmer 4/15 

Ryan Harris 4/16 

Calvin Hopkins 4/16 

Dennis Janko 4/16 

Dale Kenton 4/16 

Annabelle Scudder 4/16 

Henry Varner 4/16 

Rachel Harris 4/18 

Glen Plutschak 4/18 

David Casey-Motley 4/21 

Alison Patchett 4/21 

Todd Butler 4/24 

Andrew Willey 4/24 

J.T. Worm 4/24 

Barbara Headley 4/26 

Corey Schmidt 4/30 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
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